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people, by their conduct during a period of un-
bounded license, I should say that they were gene-
rally,   almost   universally,   a  nation  of thieves*
idlers, and drunkards.    It was with difficulty, in-
deed, I  could preserve my own private stock of
wines, &c. I was assured, however, that such is not
theirgeneral character, although they are, no doubt,
like all Africans, extremely indolent and attached
to the old customs of their country.    To even the
most absurd and superstitious of these, they cling
with such tenacity, that it would be a work of in-
calculable labour, and of many years, to induce
them to abandon them altogether, even after they
should be made conscious of their absurdity and
barbarity.     The   European   Missionaries   of the
present day would never do it.    It was attempted
some years ago with much zeal, but there is not at
this moment, I believe, a single convert to Chris-
tianity in Bopllam, to reward the labour, or repay
the expense, which was lavished on that object.
But a very different success has attended the efforts
of the disciples of Mahommed in propagating the
doctrines of the crescent.    Not only in Boollam,
but in all the neighbouring districts ;   even in the
Peninsula of Sierra Leone itself, there are twenty
converts to the crescent, for one to the cross ; and
the reason is obvious ;   the Christian Missionaries
begin at the wrong end ;   they insist upon first
making people Christians, and then morality and
civilization, they say, follow as matters of course :